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Cowley has been waiting for Iter his whole career. His commitment to it is not just driven by a desire to answer scientific questions that have occupied his mind for so many decades, though. “We don’t know where we are going to get our energy from in the second half of this century, and if we don’t get fusion working we are going to be really stuck,” he says. “We have to make [Iter] work. It’s not just because I work in it that I think that: it has to work and all this effort of thousands of people all the way round the world is to make sure that in 2100 you can flick a switch on the wall and have electricity.” 


